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Inspiration and the Use of the Old Testament. 

The Oracles of God. Nine Lectures on the nature and Extent of Biblical 
Inspiration and on the special significance of the Old Testament Scriptures 
at the present time: with two Appendices. By W. Sanday, M. A., D. D. 
London and New York : Longmans. Pp. X., 147. 

Dr. Sanday has felt called upon to say some things in respect to current 
questions in biblical study and has said them with clearness and caution. 
Those who are concerned to have truer views on these subjects prevail cannot 
but be grateful to him that he has given the weight of his name in favor of 
broader, while not less evangelical, views. In regard to the relation of the 
divine and human, he says : " In all that relates to the Revelation of God and 
of His Will, the writers [of the Bible] assert for themselves a definite inspira- 
tion ; they claim to speak with an authority higher than their own. But in 
regard to the narration of events, and to processes of literary composition, 
there is nothing so exceptional about them as to exempt them from the condi- 
tions to which other works would be exposed at the same place and time." 
One of the chapters entitled " Loss and Gain," sums up the whole matter thus : 
the loss involved in these new views consists in the fact that they make 
the intellectual side of the connexion between Christian belief and Christian 
practice a matter of greater difficulty. Now we must ask about any passage 
of Scripture as to the context, the author, the time, the stage in the history of 
Revelation at which he wrote. The gains are (1) in truth, (2) in security, (3) 
in reality, (4) in the recognition and grasp of biblical principles in their histor- 
ical application in, the Bible. 

Dr. Sanday is hopeful for the future and his book is a tonic to the depressed 
or the gloomy. He has no tone of arrogance or dogmatism. He is cautious 
about his opinions. In discussing the relation of our Lord to the Old Testa- 
ment, while rejecting the theory of accommodation, he says regarding the 
whole problem of the relation of the divine and human in Jesus Christ, "Man 
is a curious being ; and he has many legitimate objects for his curiosity. I 
doubt if this is one. The data are too precarious ; they involve too great a 
leap of the mind into the unknown." Such a spirit and method, as this book 
reveals, lead us to hope much that is good, not only from the cause which Dr. 
Sanday so modestly advocates, but also from himself in his further investiga- 
tion into the Scriptures. 

A Theistic Argument. 

Belief in God: its Origin, Nature and Basis. Being the Winkley Lectures 
of the Andover Theological Seminary for the year 1890. By Jacob Gould 
Schurman, Sage Professor of Philosophy in Cornell University. New York : 
Charles Scribner's Sons. Pp. 266. Price $1.25. 

Professor Schurman is an original and independent or rather cosmopolitan 
thinker who when one school begins to claim him on the ground of what he 
has written, proceeds to propound views which rank him with an opposing 
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party. These lectures illustrate this peculiarity. The first lecture aims to 
show the irrationality of the agnostic attitude. The second urges from the 
point of view of a sound science the logical character of belief in God and 
presents the author's theory which he entitles anthropocosmic theism, i. e., 
"the doctrine of a Supreme Being, who is ground both of nature and of man, 
but whose essence is not natural but spiritual." This is all very satisfactory 
until the evolutionary standpoint of the author, his denial of the validity of 
the argument from human consciousness and the dangerous leaning toward a 
pantheistic conception of Deity, force the enthusiastic theologian to call a halt 
before he follows this vigorous and bold thinker out of the window. Amid 
much acute reasoning and careful analysis for which the thinking world cannot 
be too grateful, there is in this book a good deal of hasty generalization upon 
points where the author cannot claim to be a specialist. This is especially 
true in Prof. Schurman's treatment of the history of religion and of the ques- 
tions of biblical history and criticism. That discussions of such subjects be- 
long to a book on Belief in God is evident to any modern student of the 
problem. It is to the writer's credit as a modern scholar that he has, even in 
this brief series of lectures, introduced them. They are stimulating and val- 
uable parts of the book. But they are treated too narrowly from the philo- 
sophical standpoint and forced to contribute to the splendid march of his 
organized thought arguments and illustrations which are not entirely trust- 
worthy. No one can fail to read this book without admiration of the wide 
learning and keen mind of the author and without real help and stimulation in 
the study of this the most lofty of themes. It is certain that Professor Schur- 
man has here made a real and most important contribution to the subject. 
To realize that will be as genuine a satisfaction to the writer of this book as to 
bear witness to it is the highest praise that can be bestowed upon it by the 
reader. 



